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INFO OCT-01 EUR-25 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 
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013659 

R 180920Z OCT 73 
FM AMEMBASSY VAT, LETT A 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4860 

CONFIDENTIAL VALLETTA 2060 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, MT 
SUB J : ARABS IN MALTA 

1. ISRAELI AMBASSADOR BENYACOV, RECENTLY RETURNED 
FROM HOME LEAVE IN ISRAEL, TOLD US OCT 17 THAT HE AND 
HIS SECURITY OFFICER HAVE NOTICED THAT NORMALLY 
NUMEROUS COLONY OF ARABS ON MALTA HAD SUDDENLY 
DIMINISHED TO ALMOST NOTHING. 

2. AT ANY GIVEN MOMENT, THERE ARE NORMALLY SEVERAL 
HUNDRED YOUNG ARABS, USUALLY ASSUMED TO BE VACATIONING 
FROM LIBYA TO ENJOY LIQUOR AND GIRLS NOT AVAILABLE 

AT HOME. THEY HAVE RECENTLY BEEN SUBJECT TO ANGRY 
LETTERS TO EDITORS IN NEWSPAPERS COMPLAINING ABOUT 
THEIR OBJECTABLE NIGHTIME ACTIVITIES. 

3. BENYACOV BELEIVES REASONS FOR DEPARTURE DURING 
LAST WEEK MAY INCLUDE A) RECALL BY GOVERNMENTS IN 
LIGHT OF WAR, B) THAT GOM MIGHT POSSIBLY HAVE ORDERED 
THEM OUT FOR ACTIVITIES MENTIONED ABOVE OR C) LESS 
LIKELY RAMADAN. 

4. BENYACOV ALSO CLAIMS THAT THESE ARABS IN FACT 
INCLUDE SUBSTANTIAL NUMBERS OF SYRIAN AND IRAQUIS. 

THIS CLAIM BASED PARTLY ON INFORMATION FROM MALTA 
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JUDGE WHO TOLD BENYACOV THAT THEN ARABS ARE BROUGHT 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 

INTO HIS COURT FOR VARIOUS PRESONS THEY PROVE OFTEN 
TO BE FROM SYRIA OR IRAQ. 

5. COMMENT: WOULD SEEM LIKELY THAT PRINCIPAL 
REASON FOR DEPARTURE OF ARABS IS RELATED TO MIDDLE 
EAST WAR. 

GETZ 
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